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dread of " liberal ideas/' The " Young Turks " were, to a large degree, the product of French " philosophy " from Condorcet to Comte, or of French culture disseminated in the numerous schools founded by French monks. Modern ideas in the Ottoman Empire were, at all events, expressed in French, and Marshal von der Goltz often complained of this. Nowhere were the [mystic watchwords of the French Revolution, " Liberty " " Equality," " Fraternity/' taken more touchingly to the letter than among the young Ottoman reformists. Exiled in Paris, London or Geneva, they propagated, from those safe vantage-points, in their caustic little newspapers and pamphlets, the principles of Western civilization.1 The Sultan was master on the Golden Horn, but in Macedonia, where the " honour" of the Christian Powers occasionally required Europe to intervene with a programme of reforms, Abdul Hamid found it less easy to " make a solitude and call it peace/'
It was at Salonica and Monastir, on Ottoman soil, in contact with the Greek, the Bulgarian, and the Servian, that the Young Turks first managed to co-ordinate their efforts, and to form the famous secret committee known as " the Committee of Union and Progress/' Ottoman pride, even Turkish pariotism, was humiliated by the arrival in 1904 of the foreign officers imposed on Turkey by Europe to reorganize the Macedonian gendarmerie. The number of these officers was doubled in 1905, and in 1906 Europe obliged the
1 During more than ten years the present writer remained in contact, in Paris, with many of the conspirators who were destined to play a leading part in the Revolution of 1908. The genuineness of the idealism of the great majority recalled the doctrinaire rigour of a Calvin, ready to sacrifice Servetus on an altar raised to the Moloch of Exegesis, or of a Robespierre sending to the knife political enemies condemned in the name of Liberty. He had no illusions as to the folly of the Foreign Offices of Europe in welcoming so effusively these sinister logicians, and on more than one occasion, in published utterances, expressed the opinion that they would wreck their country. He gave them three years in which to prove their incompetence. The prophecy was fulfilled in four.